


THE 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


EDITED BY FATHER O'CONNOR. 


‘“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 


VOLUME XI. 


JANUARY to DECEMBER, 1894, 


NEW YORK. 
JAMES A. O’CONNOR, 
142 West 21st Street. 
1894. 














i 











’ ; - 
LOMO “SF. O Cc NUNC, / 


Editor of The Converted Catholic. 








rr 


AOR mee 


THE 


_—ae 20> ESS" Se. —_22 one 





ie 


dye eee wecihasnaintiethctshahthectnaniieekticattn 


se 


Converted Catholic 22s 
os 
yer i a a IE VE Oe “CRT 


EDITED BY FATHER O’CONNOR. 


“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”--Luke xxii: 32 


Vol. XI. 





JANUARY 1894 No. I. 





REV. JAMES A. O’CONNOR. 


EDITOR OF THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


#\URING the past few years a steady 
underflow of evangelistic effort 

has been set in motion in America to- 
wards the conversion of Roman Catho- 
lics, both priests and people. Thousands 
of able men throughout the United 
States have entered the arena to oppose 
the political encroachments of Rome. 
The Roman Catholic ‘‘ring,’’ which 
held sway in the leading cities of America 
during several years, could not have 
been formed if the community had been 
alive to Rome’s ambition for secular 
power. There is, however, a nobler 
work going on, viz., the conversion of 
Romanists from error to truth. This 
movement is independent, voluntary, 
Christians of the various 
evangelical churches have been aroused 


non-sectarian. 


to seek the salvation of their Romanist 
neighbors, while zealous preachers, be- 
lieving that the Gospel of our Lord is 
for every creature, do not shut out the 
Catholics from their ministry. Foremost 
as a herald of the Gospel to Roman 


Catholics is ex-priest James A. O’Conz 


nor, familiarly known as “‘ Father’’ 
O’Connor. The title has now no official 
value, save only as it indicates the ante- 
cedents of this worthy man. No doubt 


‘* Father ’’ O’Connor’s faithful persistent 
evangelism amongst the Catholics, and 
his remarkable fruitfulness in that field, 
have encouraged and emboldened vast 
numbers all over the United States and 


Canada to labor in this good cause. 
From the first he has sought to lead 
priests and people, as sinners, to the 
Lord our Redeemer. To preach the 
Cross is his delight ; to point inquirers 
to the Lamb of God is evidently his chief 
joy. 

Mr. O’Connor was born near the fam- 
ous Lakes of Killarney about forty-five 
His ancestors for centuries 
were Romanists. 


years ago. 
Many of his relatives 
had been priests, and his mother’s heart 
was set upon the darling object of seeing 
her son in the holy office. Having spent 
some years of study in Paris, the young 
man completed his theological course in 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, the 
most Roman city of the United States. 
Thereafter he was ordained a priest in 
Chicago, where he performed the duties 
of his effice for eight years, saying masses, 
hearing confessions, marrying the living 
During that 
period no fewer than 40,000 penitents 
sought absolution at his hands in the 
confessional. 


and burying the dead. 


But seeing his ministra- 
tions did not elevate his people, nor their 
confessions lead to amendment of life, he 
became exceedingly disturbed in spirit. 
Nor could he close his eyes to the con- 
duct of bishops and priests, which was 
frequently such as to dishonor the Gos- 
pel of Christ. Surmising a cause be- 
hind the sins of omission and commission 
so glaringly practised, he discovered the 
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powerlessness of Papal doctrines and de- 
crees to lift the soul to God. The Jesus 
of Romanism was either a_ helpless babe 
in the arms of Madonna or a Saviour 
lying under the power of death. Rome 
has practically kept Him in the tomb ; 


she has no experience of the power of 


His resurrection. Mr. O'Connor's dis- 
coveries were startling ; he suffered un- 
told agony. He told his confessor and 
bishop the alarming facts which aroused 
his conscience, but their irritating ad- 
vice was no balm for a wounded spirit. 
These wounds were made by God, and 
no human ointment could mollify them. 

After careful review of his investiga- 
tions, he renounced the priesthood and 
left the Church of Rome with a firm step, 
not only towards freedom, but towards 
the salvation his soul desired. But who 
will now guide those feet along a safe 
pathway? Blessed be God, who not 
only begins the good work, but who also 
performs it in his sovereign wisdom and 
power ! After studying medicine, which 
he thought to make his life profession, 
the ex-priest settled in New York. There 
he fell in with friends, who pointed him 
to Christ, directing his mind to the as- 
surance of pardon promised in the Scrip- 
tures to all who come unto Him. This 
was, indeed, good news to Mr. O’Con- 
nor, who shortly rejoiced in the con- 
scious knowledge of salvation. And with 
this joy of forgiveness there came the 
overwhelming conviction that the de- 
luded votaries of Rome must somehow 
hear the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

To renounce his profession and enter 
upon the great work of his life, without 
human promise of support, without the 
aid of a society and without any visible 
means of subsistence, demanded courage; 
not the courage of impulse, but of faith 
in God. He rented commodious halls, 
into which all classes of Romanists 
flocked to hear the Gospel from the lips 
of an ex-priest. Conversions have been 
numerous, and a great number of souls 


are now free in Christ Jesus. Also a 
great company of the priests have be- 
come obedient to the faith. From the 
first the Spirit’s seal was set upon his 
work. 

Mr. O'Connor not only preaches with 
his voice, but also, and most effectively, 
with his pen. He is Editor of Tur Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, a magazine which 
is outspoken in all vital questions per- 
taining to Romanism, but is specially 
helpful in its statements of Gospel truth. 
We append the following personal testi- 
mony as given by himself: 

‘*T know only one doctrine—salvation 
by the blood of Christ ; I know only one 
Wway—repentance towards God and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ ; I know only 
one rule of faith and practice—the Bible 
as the revealed Word of God, to be be- 
lieved from cover to cover. All this I 
preach to the Catholics in opposition to 
the powers of evil that would keep them 
in sin, and to the power of the Church 
of Rome that would keep them in ignor- 
ance and superstition. When the priests 
are criticised for not teaching the people 
the way of God, it should be borne in 
mind that they are as ignorant of that way 
as the people themselves. This I know 
from my experience in the priesthood 
and the whole tenor of Roman Catholic 
theology. But the priests must be made 
to stand aside and let the people see that 
there is only one real priest—the Great 
High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God, who 
ever liveth to make intercession for those 
that believe in Him. The Roman 
Catholic people believe in Him, but the 
priests will not let them come to Him. 

‘‘T preach that the people have a 
right to come to their Lord and_ their 
God, who has purchased them at a great 
price, even His own blood, and that no 
power on earth has a right to come be- 
tween the repentant sinner and the lov- 
ing Saviour. The Roman Catholics 
gladly hear that doctrine. 

‘‘We have formed no church; our work 
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is a missionary one. There are enough 
churches and denominations in the world 
to which the Catholics can go after they 
are converted—when they become like 
other Christians. We have received 
many priests out of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and have given them a_ hearty 
welcome. But only.a few of them could 
be induced to enter upon the work of 
preaching to the Catholics. There was 
no salary for them, and they found it 
more agreeable to become pastors in the 
various 





churches. But 
though we had no salary ourselves, we 
believed God would sustain us in the 
work, and that in time means would be 
provided for keeping the others also at 
work.”’ 


Protestant 


A mission has been organized with 
Father O'Connor as “pastor and general 
secretary, theZobject of which is not only 
to evangelize among the Roman Catho- 
lics, but also to aid such as find them- 
selves friendless and homeless because of 
their allegiance to Christ—especially 
converted priests, who are the most help- 
less of all men until placed in positions 
where they can labor with their hands 
Mr. O'Connor's 
mission is entirely a spiritual one, for 





for their own support. 


though intensely alive to the dangers 
threatening the American Government 
from Roman influence, he believes the 
Gospel to be the only true remedy for 
this and all other evils.— 7he Christian, 
London, England. 


CHRIST’S MISSION. 


£°A Missionary Society known as 


Christ's Mission is now pushing forward ~ 


the work for the conversion of the Ro- 
man Catholics that Father O'Connor has 
been conducting in New York since 
1879. The growing importance of the 
work required a building where all the 
departments could be concentrated. This 
was accomplished tin May, 1891, when 
the*present feommodious building, 142 
West Twenty-first "street, New York, 
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where the work is now carried on, was 
parchased for $27,000. During the 
first year’s work of the Mission $24,500 
were paid on the building, and $2,000 
additional for alterations, repairs, ete. 
Another $1,000 was paid in February, 
1893, leaving a debt of $11,500, which 
the Christian friends who are interested 
in the work are earnestly requested to 
help in paying, and thus relieve the 
Mission of this burden. Contributions 
can be sent to any of the Trustees— 
William Campbell, John Curry, Andrew 
Neil, Rev. J. Stanly D’Orsay—to the 
Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. Campbell, 36 
West Eighteenth street, New York, or 
to the Secretary and Pastor of the Mis- 
sion, Rev. James A. O'Connor, 142 
West Twenty-first street, New York. 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to ‘* Christ’s Mis- 
sion,’’ organized in the City of New 
York, May 1887, the sum of $ 





to be 
applied to the uses and purposes of said 
Mission. 





KIND WORDS. 


From the Melbourne | Ycforian Stan- 
dard, November, 1893: 

THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC comes to hand 
regularly and is always full of interesting items. 
It is so calmly and temperately worded that it may 
be put inthe hands of a Romanist without causing 
him offence. The magazine ts doing a most valu- 
able work among Roman Catholics in the States, 
and each.number contains records of individual 
conversions. The home for converted priests was 
founded by Mr. O’Connor, the Editor, and one of 
the latest guests there is the Rev. Paul Pollak, 
D. D., who went to Rome last May to resign his 
commission as Roman Catholic Vicar Apostolic in 
China, where he has labored as a missionary for 
many years. The Rev. James A. O' ‘onnor is 
doing a noble and God honored work; may he 
live long and be much blessed. 


From the Religious Telescope, Dayton, 
Ohio, December 20, 1893 : : 

Rev. James A. O'Connor, Editor of Tur Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, is a vigorous writer and a 
conscientious, scholarly Christian gentleman. THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 1894 is sure to be the 
most interesting volume in its history. It is a 
truly instructive and deeply spiritual publication. 
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€ EDITORIAL NOTES AND Comments. 3 


> this busy age eleven years isa long 
time to be continuously at work as 
Editor and Publisher of a periodical like 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, which, its 
readers are kind enough to say, has been 
growing in interest and usefulness each 
year. During those years many friend- 
formed which have 
cheered the heart, upheld the hands and 
made the path of life more easy in a work 


ships have been 


that excites so much opposition from the 
most powerful organization on earth. 
We thank God for those friends. They 
have been a blessing to the cause which 
this magazine has advocated, and what- 
ever has been accomplished for the glory 
of God andthe good of man has been 
due to their sweet helpfulness. 


The Converted Catholic for 1894. 

The enlarged size of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, the new type from which it is 
printed (and which will become a fixture 
in the office for future use when it is paid 
for), the superior quality of the paper, 
the excellence of the articles and the 
general make up of this month’s issue 
will be appreciated by our subscribers. 
Many Christians who, perhaps, never 
saw the magazine before, will receive a 
copy this month. If they like it, will 
they not please send one dollar for the 
yearly subscription and become regular 
readers? Ministers will find it very use- 
We know 


professors in theological seminaries who 


ful as a work of reference. 


commend it to their students as the most 
reliable publication that treats of Roman- 
ism, and many secretaries of Young 
Mens’ Christian Associations have in- 
formed us that it is one of the most useful 
and best read periodicals in their reading 
rooms. ‘The distinguished Methodist 
evangelist, Mrs. Maggie Van Cott, in 
renewing her subscription for this year, 
says: ‘I have heard it said that good 
Wine improves with age, though I have 


no knowledge from experience, never 
having been a wine bibber. But I do 
know that THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine improves vastly with age.’’ 
Hundreds of such testimonies have come 
to us from ministers, members of church- 
es, and even Catholics who read the 
magazine with pleasure and profit. 





A Pioneer in the Work. 

When THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
commenced its career there was not in 
all the United States one periodical that 
made opposition to the Roman Catholic 
Church a distinctive feature. To-day 
there are fifty weekly papers in this coun- 
try that advocate the cause of American 
patriotism against Roman aggression. 
This magazine has been teh pioneer in 
the work and has continued on its course 
for ten years with undiminished strength. 
With the blessing of God and good 
wishes to all its followers it shall keep 
its position until Rome is vanquished. 





Our New Type. 


None of our readers ever complained 
of the type used in the previous volumes 
of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. It was 
large, clear and safe for the eye of every- 
one. But the new type that we have 
adopted for this volume and all subse- 
quent issues, will commend itself to old 
and young as the best that could be de- 
vised. The older readers who, like the 
Editor, have to wear spectacles will be 
gratified by this larger type, and the 
young folks will be saved from many dan- 





gers to the eyesight in reading this 
broad, fine print. 
The portrait and sketch of the Edi- 


tor’s life and work in this issue appear- 
ed in the London Christian some time 
ago. The sketch was written by the 
American correspondent of the Christian, 
and it is reproduced here as substantial- 
ly correct. 

















Reasons for Renouncing Romanism. 

In the next issue of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC the Editor will speak 
for himself, giving his reasons for with- 
drawing from the Roman Catholic 
Church and renouncing the priesthood, 
and setting forth the Scriptural, histori- 
cal, patriotic and reasonable arguments 
that forbid his return to the Roman 
Church. He will endeavor to do this in 
a conciliatory rather than an antagonis- 
tic spirit, in the hope that while all read- 
ers will be edified and instructed the 
Roman Catholics will be induced to give 
a fair and candid hearing to what is said. 
It will be remembered that a letter from 
Chicago addressed to ‘‘ Father James A. 
O’Connor, 142 West Twenty-first street, 
New York, N. Y.,’’ was received by the 
Editor last month which contained an 
invitation to return to the Roman Catho- 
licChurch. The letter, which was with- 
out signature, evidently came from some 
one occupying a responsible position in 
the Roman Church. It said: ‘‘ God 
will provide a way for your return, that 
you may beonce more happy and safe 
within His Church. The prayers of 
many loving souls are for you and yours. 
Oh, wandering heart, return! Remem- 
ber the day of your consecration.’’ This 
letter may have been written by one of 
the Editor’s brother priests and compan- 
ions of former days, or by a nun or one 
of his penitents to whom he ministered 
as confessor and spiritual director. The 
tone of personal kindness manifested by 
the writer shall not be lost sight of in the 
forthcoming series of articles. 





Something More Satisfactory. 

The New York Jail and Express, 
January 5, 1894, says in reference to the 
laxness of the modern Jews in matters 
of religious belief : 

‘*To take from any man a religious belief in 
which he has been sincere and devoted, without 
giving him something more satisfactory as a sub- 
stitute, is both cruel and wicked.” 

This is equally true regarding Roman 
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Catholics. The CONVERTED CATHOLIC in 
every page of every number offers them 
the Gospel of Christ, ‘‘ something more 
satisfactory ’’ than the religion of Rome. 





Mr. Depew and the Pope. 

The Hon. Chauncey M. Depew had 
some fun with the Pope during his brief 
vacation in Europe last month. He re- 
turned to New York on Christmas day 
and gave to the reporters a long inter- 
view, in which he said he did not kiss 
the Pope’s toe, but was received in 
special audience. ‘‘As I entered the 
audience chamber,’’ he said, ‘‘ the Pope 
arose, came half way across the room, 
shook me cordially by the hand, re- 
quested me to be seated, and then re- 
sumed the papal chair.’’ 

Their talk was chiefly on American 
affairs. Mr. Depew told the Pope that 
Archbishop Corrigan was a fine man, 
and he did not look out of the corner of 
his eye when he said so. It may be that 
a cardinal’s red hat for Corrigan will be 
the result of his visit. Unintentionally 
Mr. Depew gives warning to Americans 
when he says the Pope looks to America 
as the great field for the future of his 
Church. Of course he does. Romanism 
is dying out in Europe, and America is 
the last remaining hope of the Papacy. 





The Jesuits in Germany. 

The Reichstag has voted for the return 
of the Jesuits to Germany, but the Fed- 
eral Council must ratify the decree before 
it becomes a law, and if the Protestants 
of Germany preserve their union it is 


“certain that the law will not be passed. 


Disaster awaits Germany if the law of 
expulsion against the notorious Order be 
rescinded. Individual Jesuits have been 
allowed to reside in the European coun- 
tries from which the Order has been ban- 
ished—Germany, France and Italy, but 
not in their corporate capacity. A Jesuit 
in disguise is literally the condition of 
many of those pests of society. 
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142 WEST TWENTY-FIRST STREET, NEW YORK. 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 

Atthe services on Sunday evening, 
December 17, Pastor O'Connor said as 
reported in the New York 777bune, 
the next morning : ‘‘ Rev. James A. 
O'Connor spoke last night at Christ's 
Mission, in West Twenty-first street, 
upon the subject of Monsignor Satolli’s 
recent challenge, made in Washington 
on Thanksgiving Day. Father O’Con- 
Satolli’s 
the 
‘*The more public opinion and 
the Government favor Catholic schools 
the more will the welfare of the Com- 
monwealth be advanced. Catholic edu- 
safeguard of the 
permanence throughout the centuries of 
the Constitution, and the best guide of 
the Republic in the civil progress.’ 


nor said: ‘ Monsignor chal- 


lenge was couched in following 


words : 


cation is the surest 


‘The logic of this is,’’ said Father 
O'Connor, ‘‘ that if the American peo- 
ple and the American Government will 
not sustain and uphold the Roman 
Catholic schools the surest safeguard of 
the Constitution and of our Republic 
will be withdrawn. Thus, if Rome can- 
not rule the Republic according to her 
ideas she will oppose and as far as she 
can ruin the Republic. The agitation 
on the school question on the part of the 
Roman Catholic Church is based on the 
fact that the people cannot be held to the 
Roman Catholic faith unless the distine- 
tive teachings of that Church are incul- 
cated in early youth. 

‘Roman Catholics who love the Re- 
public and the institutions of our country 
will inevitably free themselves from the 
bondage of Rome. Such freedom is in 
the air we breathe.’’ 

The following portion of the discourse 
was not published the 7ribune, 
though the reporter took it down and 
afterwards sent his ‘‘copy’’ to THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC : 


by 


‘* If the Roman Catholics born in 
this country were as free to worship God 
and select their own modes and forms of 
worship like their Protestant brethren, 
there would be a great falling away from 
that Church. As it is, large numbers of 
the most intelligent Roman Catholics 
are leaving the Roman Catholic Church. 
There is not a Protestant church in this 
city but has many converted Roman 
Catholics among its members. It has 
been proved by statistics that 16,000,000 
Roman Catholics have renounced the 
Roman Catholic Church in this country 
during the present century. 

‘‘ To stem that tide has been the ob- 
ject of the parochial schools. There is not 
a Roman Catholic workingman in this 
country but feels a laudable pride in 
having his children sitting at the same 
desk in the public schools, drinking 
from the same fountain of knowledge as 
the children of his employer, and a thrill 
of joy infuses his whole being when at 
Commencement Day the poor Catholic 
man sees his boy, who has been indus- 
trious, surpassing the son of his em- 
ployer. 

‘* Monsignor’s Satolli’s challenge has 
been taken up by American patriots. A 
large organization of Americans has 
been formed within the last year or two 
to oppose the Roman Catholic Church in 
its political aspirations. This is known 
as the American Protective Association. 
Its principles are, No foreign interference 
in American affairs. Monsignor Satolli, 
as the representative of the Pope, is a 
foreigner like his master, and they pre- 
sume to dictate to Americans how to 
educate their children. 
will not stand. 


This Americans 
Even Catholics them- 
selves will rebel against this dictation: 
‘‘’The American Protective Associa- 
tion has been discussed in Congress dur- 


ing the past week. This will give the 


movement an impetus that will make it 
the most powerful organization in this 
It is composed of working- 


country. 























men and what would be called the middle 
classes, though hundreds of Protestant 
clergymen belong to the association.’’ 
In closing, Father O'Connor said: 
‘**’The work of seeking the conversion of 


Roman Catholics has been satisfactorily , 


The boast of the Paulist 
Fathers, that the Catholics will outnum- 
ber before the close of the century all 
other believers in Christianity put to- 
gether in the Republic, absurd, 
though they are working toward that 
end.’’ 


progressing. 


is 





At the services last month Rev. Alex- 
ander Bechger, the Catholic priest who 
came to the Mission on Thanksgiving 
Day and has since been a member of the 
pastor’s Mission family, spoke several 
times. The New York 7imes, Decem- 
ber 4, 1893, had the following 
Father Bechger’s address the 
Sunday : 

‘*One of Father McGlynn’s old assis- 
tants in St. Stephen’s Church, the Rev. 
Father Bechger, has renounced the Ro- 
man Catholic Church 
Protestantism. Father Bechger 
stationed at St. Stephen's in 1884. 


report of 
previous 


and embraced 
was 
Re- 
cently, while in Europe, he gave up the 
faith in which he had been trained for 
the Church and gave up the priesthood, 
against the bitter opposition of his only 
living relative, a who the 
Mother Superior of a foreign convent. 
‘*On Thanksgiving Day Father Bech- 
ger came back to America bound on a 


sister, is 


mission of evangelization among the Ro- 
man Catholics. 

‘* Father Bechger made his first pub- 
lic announcement of his change of faith 
last night in Christ’s Mission, 142 West 
‘Twenty-first street. ‘he Mission is con- 
ducted by the Rev. James A. O'Connor, 
who was formerly a Roman Catholic 
priest. Some of Father Bechger’s old 
companions in the Roman Church were 
present to hear him renounce the Pope. 
The Mission congregation warmly wel- 
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comed him, and will provide for his 
temporary wants until he shall be able 
to find a pulpit from which to preach 
regularly to the Dutch, French and Ger- 
man Roman Catholics in their native 
tongues. 

‘* Father Bechger said that he had no 
hard words for any one in the Roman 
Church. 


gious system. 


He condemned only the reli- 
He did not believe that 
Father McGlynn, although he has gone 
back to his Church, secretly believed its 
doctrines any more than when he was 
denouncing the Pope from the platform 
of the Anti-Poverty Society.’ 


The New York J/orning Journal 
said : 
‘* Father Alexander Bechger, who 


ten years ago was an assistant to Father 
McGlynn, then pastor of St. Stephen's 
Church, has publicly renounced his ad- 
hesion to the Roman Catholic Church at 
Christ's Mission, No. 142 West Twenty- 
first street. 

‘*Father Bechger arrived New 
York from Amsterdam a few days ago, 


in 


and he has made his headquarters at 
Christ's Mission on Twenty-first street, 
Rev. 
His object in re- 


which is conducted by ex-priest 
James A. O'Connor. 
turning to New York was to renounce 
Catholicism and enter upon a career of 
evangelical missionary work. 

‘* Father Bechger, who is now about 
forty-two years old, is a Hollander, and 
his original orders were conferred upon 
him as a monk of the Dominican Order. 
Subsequently he became a secular priest, 


and coming to America he attached him- 


self to Father McGlynn’s staff of assis- 
tants in St. Stephen’s, where he made 
many warm friendships, and then he re- 
turned to Europe, upon Dr. Me Glynn’s 
advice, to settle some private business. 

‘* Father Bechger declined to be inter- 


viewed by a reporter for the JJ/orning 
Journal, because he said that he did not 
care to create any antagonism among his 
erstwhile friends.” 





10 
PETER’S RELEASE. 
& N address given by Mrs. Geo. C. 
KK Needham at Christ’s Mission, New 
York, on Sunday, December 10, 1893. 
The touching story recorded in this 
chapter, the twelfth chapter of the Book 
of Acts, groups together three facts 
which seem inseparably bound up with 
every true Christian experience, viz. : 
SUFFERING, SUPPLICATION, SUCCOR. 
The old trio of man’s need, man’s cry 
and man’s deliverance. The need pro- 
voking the cry ; the cry bringing down 
the deliverance. This has ever been 
God’s method in dealing with His peo- 
ple. 
Egypt, until their unsufferable bondage 
And 
then God made haste to say to Moses, 
‘*T have surely seen the affliction of My 


people, 


He permitted Israel to groan in 


wrung out earnest cries for help. 


and have heard their 
cry, for I know their sorrows, 
and I am come down to deliver them.”’ 
Ex. iii. 7, 8. The modest flower you 
trample on yields forth perfume, but 
you never knew it possessed such frag- 
till had crushed it. The 
early Church would have missed the 
grand opportunity of united, protracted, 
urgent prayer had not Peter’s necessity 
called forth the gift. 


The three men made prominent in 


rance you 


this narrative were a privileged brother- 
hood. Peter, James and John 
close companions of our Lord; 


were 
they 
were selected to behold His power in 
the of Jairus’ little 
daughter ; they were the chosen specta- 
tors of His majesty upon the Mount of 
Transfiguration ; with one added listen- 
er, they were the trusted servants to 
whom He revealed the awful destiny of 
Jerusalem and the circumstances of His 
second coming ; and they were the three 
whom alone He near himself 
in His hour of fathomless agony in the 
garden of Gethsemane. James is the 


death-chamber 


retained 


only one of the apostles} of whose death ' 


we are informed ; for while other books 
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may canonize or glorify the departure of 
precious ones, the Bible exalts only ONE 
death ; the death of Him who was born 
to die ‘‘ that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of 
death.’’ 

We cannot but observe from this his- 
tory the immense trouble taken by the 
earthly powers of that day to crush out 
Christianity. The purposes of God, 
wise, and holy, and faithful, are set in 
tremendous contrast against “he inten- 
tions of men, foolish, and evil, and un- 
certain. Herod’s grandfather had slain 
all the children of Judea. His uncle 
had killed John the Baptist. And now 
he was busy slaughtering the leaders of 
the new faith. Manifestly, Christianity 
was regarded as a gigantic foe, and a 
stern troubler of men’s consciences. 

1. Peter's Peacefulness—But while 
Herod was so anxious to guard his pur- 
poses against defeat, Peter was calm 
enough to sleep, untroubled by results. 
The same assurance which afterward en- 
abled Paul amid diverse and increasing 
afflictions to say, ‘‘ None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself,’’ sustained and quieted the 
ever active spirit of this impulsive man. 
And as we take in fully the immediate 
circumstances of this extraordinary bond- 
age, with the sudden check which it had 
imposed upon the Apostle’s zealous tes- 
timony in the beloved cause, we shall in- 
deed wonder at the triumph of his own 
personal faith. Shortly previous, in the 
tenth of Acts, we read of him, the hon- 
ored guest of a Roman of authority, and 
the centre of admiring Gentile listeners, 
to whom he preached with marvelous 
accompaniments of divine power. Sud- 
denly he is silenced of men, and set 
aside of God. How like Elijah, quickly 


transported from the magnificent publi- 
city of Carmel to the solitary isolation of 
the juniper tree in the wilderness ! 
Truly in the Canticles is the Church’s 
experience likened unto the moon, now 
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waxing, now waning, and anon eclipsed, 
as the earth casts its shadow over her. 
But He, the sun from whom the Church 
derives her light, shines on, ever ‘‘ the 


same, yesterday, to-day and forever.’’ 

2. The Church Praying.—In this 
hour of calamity, Peter's fellow-disciples 
make a full estimate of Herod’s power, 
and their weakness, and the Church's 
damage ; and with truly spiritual wis- 
dom shut themselves in to the one ef- 
fortless effort of praying. ‘‘ Prayer 
without ceasing’’ is literally ‘‘ intense 
prayer.’’ The same word is used of 
our Lord where it is said, His agony of 
earnest prayer brought forth great drops 
of blood. Luke xxii. 44. The word 
indicates the character of the prayer 
made for Peter. It is not its protraction 
or patience to which the Holy Ghost 
calls attention, but its compacted fervor. 

We cannot but notice in this connec- 
tion the manner of God's dealings with 
His people. One saint He suffers to be 
slain ; so hurriedly perhaps, that there 
to pray for deliverance. 
Another He allows to be imperiled, but 
permits which enables the 
Church to become the immediate instru- 
ment of his rescue. Thus we see that 
the prominent instruction contained in 
this narrative is intended for the church 
collective, rather than for the individual 
believer. By personal humbling, and 
personal temptation, the Lord effects 
His discipline in isolated members ; but 
in no other way can the Church as a 
unit be reached, than through some 
such events as those recorded in the 
twelfth of Acts. Indeed it is painful to 
mark how Christians fail in apprehen- 
sion concerning these things. Whena 
spiritual and useful man is removed 
from our midst startled souls ask,‘‘ Why 
has God visited us with such affliction ? 
could not some one less needed have 
been taken?’’ Such forget that our 
Father’s dispensations have a govern- 
mental aspect toward the whole body, as 


was no time 


a delay 





well as a chaste one for individual 
members. And perhaps in no better way 
can a band of believers be aroused from 
a state of separated self-interest, to one 
united spirit of energy, and unworldli- 
ness, and trust, and prayer, than by the 
removal of such, upon whom they have 
been accustomed to lean. ‘To die is a/- 
ways gain to the ready saint; and it is 
great gain to the Church, if by such 
means she be softened, and drawn unto 
Jesus himself, in firmer trust. 

3. Prayer Answered.—‘‘ Rise up 
quickly,’’ said the angel sent to liberate 
Peter, striking him such a sharp blow 
as Peter himself once gave to the High 
Priest’s servant. But immediately the 
angel was deliberate enough, as if he 
said, ‘‘ Hurry, Peter, not hesitate 
from doubd?,’’ and then, ‘‘ Now you are 
aroused, do not hasten from /ear.’’ This 
is one of the natural touches of the story, 
which make us feel the Bible is no stilted, 
incomprehensible book, but the 
message of a loving Father, 


do 


careful 
whose min- 
ute attentions regards the smallest things 
of our earthly experience. The angel 
having aided Peter in every particular 
wherein he was unable to assist himself, 
forwith departs from him. Now, 
Peter, I understand all about it. God 
himself has delivered me from Herod, 
and from all the expectation of the Jews. 
** Now I know.’’ How few of God’s 
children, at the time, seem to understand 
the meaning of His dealings with them. 
Old Jacob could not say, ‘‘ Itisenough,’’ 
until he had first said, ‘‘ All these things 
are against me.’’ And often it is de- 
parture, like that of the Beloved in the 
fifth of Canticles, which alone awakens 
the indolent soul of quickened apprehen- 
sion of His watchful love. 

But Peter was a man always prompt 
to action. Directly he comprehended 
his circumstances, he is found with a 
touch of his own vehemence, knocking 


urgently, ae) Opes s door. His 
— e the, pray ing assembly 


says 
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nearly besides themselves with joy and 
surprise. It is the very last watch of 
that last night which completed that sor- 
rowful week of protracted supplication. 
To behold him, a/ such a time, is indeed 
a marvel of marvels ? 

Bnt I am constrained to say here, how 
often I have been pained at the sacril- 
egious handling this portion of the nar- 

- rative has received from some who have 
passed judgment upon the faith of these 
believers. ‘‘ Behold their doubt,’’ say 
such, ** they asked for their deliverance, 
and now they do not believe the answer 
to their own prayers."’ Such cannot 

have given the text a candid examina- 
tion. The word Luke one of 
great dignity in the New Testament. In 
not one of the seventeen instances where 
it occurs does the least shade of unbelief 
attach itself to the meaning. On the 
contrary, it supplements and describes 
the joy of the faith already in exercise. 
Acts x. 45. 


uses is 


In frequent instances the 
word thus rendered *‘ astonished,’’ refers 
to the effects produced upon the people 
by the doings of the Lord Jesus. ‘* His 
mother was amazed.’’ There was no un- 
belief in Mary's heart concerning the 
marvelous ways of her only child. 

4. L:xpectation.—Perhaps the disci- 
ples fad shaped and tinged their faith 
by certain human probabilities, and were 
looking for a deliverance more simplified 
and less extraordinary. But expect de- 
liverance, in some form, they undoubt- 
edly did. And God _ honored the 
confidence which His own gracious dis- 
pensations had provoked. 

And so from ages past this wonderful 
event has been regarded as one of the 
mightiest 
praver—a_ precious precedent to the 
Church in the darkest hours of her direst 
straits. 


evidences 


Peter's affliction has taught the 
devout that God's chastenings are the 
His mercies. 
Peter's prison has become an attractive 
and peaceful refuge to many a tested 


highest expressions of 


of the power of 


saint. And Peter’s deliverance has been 
the high tower of hope from which ex- 
pectant souls have been inspired with 
courage to shout victory in advance of 
the conquest. 





The Spirit’s Office Work. 
BY REV. GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 


‘‘But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your re- 
memberance, said 
But when the Com- 

I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, 
He shall testify of me. Howbeit 
when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He 
will guide you unto all truth: for He 
shall not speak of himself; but whatso- 
ever He shall hear, that shall He speak : 
and He will show you things to come. 
He shall glorify me : for He shall receive 
of mine, and show it unto you.”’ (John 
Hiv. 26: 16. ) 


whatsoever I have 
unto you. 
forter is come, whom 


Xiv. 26; xVi. 13, 

O Spirit of God, whose voice I_hear 

Sweeter than sweetest music, 

Appealing in tones of tenderness and love’; 

Whose comforts delight my soul, and 

Fill the Temple of the Heart with joy be- 
yond compare, 

I need thee day by day, and each day’s 
moment. 

Great Comforter, I sigh for greater likeness 

To Him who loved 
loves me still. 

’Tis Thine to lead me to Him; ’tis Thine 
to open the eye ; 

To manifest His royal glories tomy longing 
heart! 


me unto death—who 


?Tis Thine the slumbering soul to waken, 

And discipline this blood-touched ear 

To hearken to the heavenly Lover’s voice, 

And lead me forth His summons to obey. 

O Spirit of the Mighty God ! uplitt my faith 

Till heaven’s healing light shall flood my 
soul, 

Aud the shining of my face declare 

That I have seen the face of God. 





Please renew you subscription to THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC for this year., 
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( CONVERTS FROM ROME. *) 


MONG the recent converts from 
Rome in England is Lady E. 
Moreton, a sister of Lord Ducie. This 
lady had been educated in the Protestant 
faith, but like many others had been se- 
duced into Romanism by the example of 
Newman and Manning. Now after 
many years experience of the Roman 
religion she has found what a hollow 
mockery it is and has returned to the 
religion of the Bible. She has learned 
that the priests could not forgive sins 
she confessed to them. Now she has 
direct access to the Saviour who alone 
has the power to make her a child of 
God. 
a“. 

From Ceylon we received the follow- 
ing interesting letter : 

My DEAR FRIEND :—I am in receipt 
of your very kind letter and copies of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC which you 
so very kindly sent me. I praise the 
Lord for moving your heart to help me 
and thank you very sincerely for the 
same. I hope to make good use 
of them and pray that they may be the 
means of rescuing many from the misty 
clouds of Romanism. 

I wish I could afford to help your 
good work. The little tract in your let- 
ter pleased me very much, as it contains 
your photograph and that of Mrs. 
O'Connor, both of which I longed to see. 
The grace merciful God has 
brought me out of Romish darkness and 
superstition into the marvelous light of 
the Gospel which, I thank the good 
Lord, is shining in my heart as the 
noonday sun. 


of our 


I can by His grace alone 
withstand all the assaults of the evil one, 
every form of superstition and error and 
every sectarian spirit. It is the love of 
Christ Jesus alone which has constrained 
me to help those that are sunk in the 
deep pit of sin, superstition and er- 
ror. 


I have a widowed mother, seven 
brothers and two sisters who are bigoted 
Romanists. Except my two sisters and 
my mother, they were at one time nom- 
inal Protestants. I was myself a nom- 
inal Protestant at first and my natural 
conviction was that Roman Catholicism 
must be the true religion, and I leaped 
into it and went so far as to keep a cruci- 
fix in my own closet and to worship it 
every time I opened it. However, I am 
deeply thankful to the Lord that His 
grace showed me the true and only 
way of life. Since 
have been trying to do some work for 
my dear Master, but I am not satisfied 
with what I have done. When I think 
of His wondrous and boundless love to 
me, a sinner saved by His grace, I feel 
I have done little or nothing for Him. 


my conversion I 


May His grace now help me to go on- 
ward and forward. Do kindly pray for 
me, dear brother and sister, and help me 
to win over to the Lord my loved ones 
who are in the darkness. 
j}: Roe, 
she 

DEAR Sik :—Please find enclosed my 
subscription to THE 
CATHOLIC for two years. 

As I know you like to hear of the 
conversion of Roman Catholics, I. will 
give you a little of my experience. My 
wife was raised a Catholic and attended 
a convent school, but now she is ashamed 
to have it known that she was ever a 
Catholic. Three of her sisters are mem- 
bers of Protestant churches, although 
raised Roman Catholics. Her parents 
never attend the Roman Church. 


CONVERTED 


—_“ 
From Ogdensburg, N. Y., we received 
the following letter : 
DEAR BROTHER :—I here enclose one 
dollar to renew my subscription for the 


monthly magazine, THE CONVERTED 
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CATHOLIC, hoping that God’s blessing 
will rest on your labors abundantly. 
The Salvation Army has been here two 
years, and there have been five or six 
Roman Catholics converted by them. 
One young Catholic lady was also con- 
verted in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. She is the brightest flower of the 
church and is very happy. F.C. L. 
“~ 

DEAR Str :—Please find enclosed 
money order for two dollars as payment 
for my subscription for two years. A 
year or so ago I wrote to you about a 
young converted Catholic by the name 
of- ; it now gives me pleasure to 
state that his brother, who married a 
Protestant lady, has also left the Roman 
Church. 3. F.S. 





“~ 

From one of the large cities of New 
York State we received the following : 

DEAR SiR :—I wish to renew my sub- 
scription for next year, 1894. My hus- 
band, myself and daughter read THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC with a great 
deal of interest. I send fifty cents and the 
address of a lady whois a member of the 
Catholic Church, but is somewhat in 
doubt as to her standing. Her daughter 
said to me recently : ‘‘I ama Roman 
Catholic, but I do not like the Catholic 
Church, and mamma does not believe in 
some of the doctrines of the Church.’’ 
Her father is a Protestant. She told me 
her sister had a Testament and she read 
it and found it to be the same as the 
Catholic Testament with a little differ- 
ence. She said that she visited friends 
in the West all the summer, and while 
with them she attended the Christian 
Church (Protestant.) I read something 
in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC to her, 
and asked her ifshe thought her mother 
would read it if I sent it to her for a 
year. At first she said she did not 
know, but after a while she said she 
thought she would. I will try and 
get her to read it. Mrs. G. C. 


HELP CHRIST’S MISSION. 

While religious and benevolent socie- 
ties throughout the country are suffering 
from the depression of business, the 
greater number have wealthy patrons 
who can be called upon for aid in emer- 
gencies. This is not the case with 
Christ’s Mission, which has no big de- 
nomination behind it. 

Some years ago when preaching in 
Masonic Temple Mr. O'Connor, after 
pointing out the way of salvation through 
Christ alone and then explaining the 
Roman Catholic way through the Pope 
and priests, asked the Roman Catholics 
present what they would do if all the 
bishops and priests in the world should 
be suddenly called to their reward, what- 
ever that might be. After a pause he 
repeated the question, when an Irish- 
woman in the centre of the hall cried 
out: ‘*Oh, then, we'd have no one but 
the good God to go to.’’ That is ex- 
actly the case with Christ's Mission. It 
has no great church denomination or or- 
ganization to go to in an emergency like 
the present. But it appeals to all Chris- 
tians who sympathize with the work it is 
doing for the enlightenment and convers- 
ion of Roman Catholics and the helping 
hand it reaches out to priests who desire 
to leave the Roman Catholic Church on 
religious grounds and appeal to the 
Mission for sympathy, direction and 
help to find the new and better way. 
Christians who have been instructed and 
strengthened by the Word of God under- 
stand this better way, but the Roman 
Catholic priests and people do not. 
Worldly minded persons and those who 
are indifferent about all religion will not 
sympathize with or help them. 

It is only Christians who are zealous 
for the salvation of souls and Americans 
who see the danger of Romanism asa 
religio-political organization who will 
support this Mission, and to them an 
earnest appeal for help is addressed at 
this time. 











KIDNAPPING CONVERTS. 
qe*** October we received an inter- 


esting letter from Rev. Thomas 
Connellan, the converted priest who is 
doing a good work in Ireland for the 
evangelization of the Roman Catholics 
of that unfortunate country, and whose 
remarkable and romantic history in es- 
caping from the priesthood is known to 
our readers. 

Many of the converts who had been 
led to the Saviour by Father Connellan 
had to endure persecution at the hands 
of the priests, and even kidnapping was 
resorted to in more than one case to 
weaken the effect of his work. A girl 
named Sarah Healy who had been con- 
verted by Father Connellan’s preaching 
in Sligo, mysteriously disappeared last 
summer. Father Connellan’s letter in- 
formed us that the girl was in New 
York. Our efforts to discover her 
whereabouts are told in the following 
reply to his letter : 

CHRIST'S MISSION, ) 
142 West Twenty-first street, 
NEW York, Oct. 17, 1893. 

DEAR BROTHER CONNELLAN :—Your 
letter reached me Saturday evening, 14th 
inst., and on Monday I set about finding 
the kidnapped girl. It was a work of 
some difficulty that required more than 
ordinary tact, for the address you gave 
me, 7 State street, indicated that if great 
care were not exercised the girl would 
be kidnapped again and I would be put 
in prison for abducting her. Verily, she 
was in the hands of the enemy. No. 7 
State street is ‘‘ The Mission of the Im- 
maculate Virgin ’’—for receiving Catho- 
lic girls when they land in this city— 
and two of the smartest and most un- 
scrupulous priests of the city are in 
charge of it. 

It would be worse than useless 
to appeal to the police. In this city 
we are in a worse condition in that 
respect than you are in Ireland; and, 
from past experience, I knew they would 
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put my co-workers and myself in prison 
if we made any demonstration of our 
purpose. 

Protestants in New York City are 
‘*tolerated,’’ when they mind their own 
business and do not interfere with the 
Roman Catholics, who occupy every 
municipal office, from the Mayor down 
to street-cleaner. There is no protest- 
ing public sentiment to contend against 
this great power, and therefore the pas- 
tors could not be appealed to for aid in 
this case. 

We had therefore to depend upon God 
for guidance and help in the matter. We 
took counsel together, and then one of 
our converted Catholic ladies proceeded 
to ‘‘ The Mission of the Immaculate 
Virgin ’’ to learn if the girl was still 
there. 

I must omit all details, for many 
pages would be required to recount the 
difficulties through which this 
passed in finding the girl. 

I had an interview with Sarah to-day 


lady 


—a long and satisfactory one—and she 
is ready and willing to return to Ireland 
as soon as I hear from you. She is liv- 
ing (working as cook) in a Protestant 
family, but what kind of Protestants I 
know not; and as soon as they can get 
another girl in her place, which they 
hope will be on Saturday, Sarah willcome 
to live with us in our Mission until we 
hear from you. 

I would suggest that some one should 
meet her at Queenstown, or Southamp- 
ton, or Liverpool, and convey her to 
Dublin. They will learn here that she 
has been rescued and the priests in Ire- 
land will be informed. There are two 
Roman Catholic girls living in the same 
family with Sarah, and my visit to her 
to-day has provoked gossip, which will 
reach the ears of the priests. I wished 
to send off Sarah by to-morrow’s steamer 
to Queenstown, but she would not leave 
the family until they get another girl. I 
will do all that is possible in the case. 
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You can well imagine that there will be 
some commotion in ‘‘ The Mission of the 
Immaculate Virgin’’ when the priests 
there learn that their prey has escaped. 

When Sarah went to that 
Sunday evening in Sligo, her sister and 


church on 


others forced her into a house, and kept 
Her 
mistress asked two policemen to search 
the house for her, but they told Sarah 
she need not worry ; 


her a prisoner fora day or two. 


friends would 
Next day these friends, 
aided by the priests, I think, took her 
to Strokestown, and kept her there a 


her 
care for her. 


prisoner in a convent for two months. 
Then they sent her to this country, 
closely guarded all the way. Such a 
diabolical plot will seem impossible, even 
in conception, not to say execution, to 
But 
no one can look into Sarah Healy’s hon- 


the minds of American Protestants. 


est face, while she tells her story, with- 
out believing it, and being indignant 
that such a crime should go unpunished. 

God bless you, my brother, and may 
your heart be filled with joy and your 
hands strenghtened in 
leading souls to Christ. 


work of 
Our work here 
is conducted on the same plan, and great 


your 


as the difficulties and obstacles are with 
you, they are even greater with us, for 
this is the largest Roman Catholic city in 
the world. 


Yours, in Christian love, 


JAMEs A. O'CONNOR. 


The Pope and the Bible. 


In the summary of the Encyclical of 


Pope Leo XIII. ‘‘On the 
the Holy Scriptures,”’ 


Study of 
given to the press 
by Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore last 
month, the Cardinal says: ‘‘ The En- 
cyclical strongly recommends the earnest 
study of the sacred Scriptures to clergy- 
men and students. Two prin- 
cipal reasons impel the Pope to take this 
step. The one is his desire to see ‘ this 
glorious source of revelation more safely 
and more abundantly opened for the use 


of the Lord’s flock.’ ‘The other is his 


unwillingness to ‘tolerate that the same 
should in any way be violated by those 
who, either by impious daring, openly 
attack the sacred writings, or imprudent- 
ly are scheming new and fallacious doc- 
trines.’ He refers his readers to 2 Tim- 
othy, ili. 16-17: 

** All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 

‘“The Encyclical says that this is 
God's intention is proved by the exam- 
ples of Christ and the apostles. Jesus, 
the writer shows, was in the habit of ap- 
pealing to the Bible for His own legiti- 
mation and divine origin. In instruct- 
ing His disciples He led them to the 
same fountain. 

‘* Holy Scripture was his weapon and 
defence against the attacks of Pharisees 
and Sadducees, and against Satan him- 
self. ‘The Scriptures He taught and in- 
terpreted up to His very end, and after 
His until He ascended to 
heaven. 


resurrection 


‘*The same means, says the Pope, 
were used by the apostles, and the same 
was their way of propagating Christian 
faith and doctrine. 

‘*He then goes on to add the exam- 
ples and sayings of the fathers of the 
Christian Church. He refers to the 
words of Jerome, who declares that ‘to 
ignore the Scriptures is ignoring Christ,’ 
and who calls him who is fortified by the 
testimony of the sacred writings ‘a bul- 
wark of the Church.’ 

‘“The Pope warns the preachers of 
the whole Catholic Church against pre- 
ferring to use their own rather than 
God's Word and wisdom, and_ severely 
inveighs against the abuse and lack of 
biblical study and research. 

‘*’The Catholic Church, he contends, 
at all times, and by the best laws and 
institutions, has taken care never to 
leave the heavenly treasures, which the 
Holy Ghost has given so liberally to 
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man, neglected or concealed. 

‘In the long succession of Popes and 
Ecumenical Councils, priests and teach- 
ers of the Church, Leo. XIII. discovers 
only one long series of enunciations of 
the fundamental doctrine of the Church 
that the study of the sacred Scriptures 
must form the foundation of all preach- 
ing and teaching, faith and dogma. 

‘* Adopting the vulgate, or recognized 
[Douay in English] version of the Bible 
as the true and generally accepted text 
book, SIH., the indorse- 
ment of St. Augustine, advises the use 
and study of the Greek and Hebrew 
originals of the New and Old Testaments 
respectively. 

‘The apparent conflict between 
Biblical doctrine and the discoveries of 
faith and 
knowledge, is referred to and denied. 
Natural and supernatural revelation, the 
God of creation and the Lord of salva- 
tion, do not contradict each other. 

‘* Besides, says Leo with St. Augus- 
tine, it must be remembered the sacred 
writers, or rather ‘God's Spirit, who 
spoke through them, did not intend to 
teach men things that were of no use for 
their salvation.’ 


Leo upon 


modern science, between 


‘“’The writer confirms constantly his 
assertions and pontifical admonitions by 
concurrent quotations from the fathers 
and the decrees of the Church, and closes 
with an eloquent peroration.”’ 

All Christians will 
XIII. for this In days 
gone by Popes forbade the reading of 
the Bible, that is, such versions as were 
not approved by the Roman Church ; 
but evidently we are entering upon a 
new era in the history of that Church. 
It may be that the full text of the Ency- 
clical will contain the same prohibition 
against the Protestant Bible. But there 
is no question as to the clearness of 
Leo's statement regarding the Roman 
Catholic or Douay version of the Holy 
Scriptures. The priests and the people 


commend Leo. 
Encyclical. 
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are exhorted by this ‘‘ infallible’? Pope 
to read and study the Scriptures.  Car- 
dinal Gibbons and many Roman Catho- 
lic priests have not waited for this En- 
cyclical to recommend the study of the 
Word of God to their people. In Tur 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC for April 1892, 
Rev. Walter Elliott of the Paulist So- 
ciety, whose headquarters is at Ninth 
avenue and Fifty-ninth street, this city, 
is quoted as paying ‘‘ an elegant tribute 
to the worth and beauty of the Bible as 
a text book for the young.’’ 
Commenting on Dr. Elliott’s remarks, 
the Editor of Tue ConvertTED Caruo- 
LIc said in a communication to the New 
York Jail and Express, March 4, 1892, 
that as the lowest price of a Roman Ca- 
tholic or Douay New Testament was 25 
cents, a copy could be supplied from the 
office of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC to 
every Roman Catholic who applied for it 
at the nominal price of 10 cents. The 
Mail and E-xpress placed a copy of this 
Testament in its show window on Park 
Row, and hundreds of copies were sold. 
There are still some more copies at the 
office of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC at 


the same nominal price. Mail 


orders 


should contain 5 cents extra for postage. 


Rev. Dr. Kerr’s excellent sermon on 
the school question, which we heard in 
his own church, and which at our request 
he kindly sent us for publication in THe 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, will be appreci- 
ated by our readers. 


The ** Public School’’ which appears 
‘on our cover this month has taken the 
place of the ** Little Red School House ’’ 
of past years even in country districts, 
The public school should be the most 
cherished institution in every American 
community. THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic will be its most strenuous advocate on 
every occasion and will resist every at- 
tempt of the Roman Church to under- 
mine this bulwark of American liberty. 
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THE CON 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
BY THE EDITOR. 

;-HE Roman Catholic Church teaches 
f that when a man is duly ordained 
a priest by a Roman Catholic bishop he 
The 
words used by the bishop at ordination 
are ‘‘ Accipe spiritum sanctum ; quorum 
remiseris peccata, remittuntur eis; et 
quorum retinueris, retenta sunt ’’—‘‘ Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost; whose sins you 
shall forgive, they are forgiven them ; 
and whose sins you shall retain, they are 
retained.’’ When the priest forgives the 
sins of those who confess to him he says: 

‘* Misereatur tui omnipotens Deus, et 
dimissis peccatis tuis, perducat te ad 
vitam eternam. 


receives power to forgive sins. 


‘*Indulgentiam, absolutionem, et re- 
miissionem peccatorum tuorum tribuat 
tibi omnipotens et misericors Dominus. 

‘*‘PDominus noster Jesus Christus te 
absolvat ; et ego auctoritate ipsius te ab- 
solvo ab omni vinculo excommunication- 
is,suspensionis, et interdicti, in quantum 
possum, et tu indiges. 

‘* Deinde. Ego te absolvo a_ peccatis 
tuis, in nomine Patris +, et Filii7, et 
Spiritus sancti. Amen. 

‘* Passio Domini nostri Jesu Christi, 
merita beatae Mariz virginis, et omnium 
Sanctorum, quidquid boni feceris et mali 
sint tibi in 
augmentum 
premium vit cterne. 


sustinueris, remissionem 


peccatorum, gratiz, et 
Amen.’’ 
TRANSLATION. 

‘*May the Almighty God have mercy 
upon thee, and thy sins being forgiven, 
lead thee to eternal life. 

‘“May the Almighty and Merciful 
Lord grant thee indulgence, absolution 
and remission of thy sins. 

‘* May our Lord Jesus Christ absolve 
thee, and I by His authority absolve 
thee from all bond of excommunication, 
suspension and interdict, as far as I am 
able and thou needest. 

‘‘ Then. I absolve thee from thy 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of 





‘‘May the Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the merits of the blessed Virgin 
Mary and of all the saints, whatever 
good you have done or evil borne, be to 
thee for the remission of sins, the in- 
crease of grace,and the reward of eternal 
life. Amen. 

In brief and frequent confessions the 
first two and last paragraphs are omitted, 
and in extreme cases, such as in danger of 
death, the form ‘‘ I absolve thee from all 
censures and sins’’ alone is used. 

That this power to forgive sins is pos- 
sessed by every priest from the moment 
of his ordination has been repeatedly de- 
clared by the Roman Catholic Church 
in her canons and decrees. At the four- 
teenth session of the Council of Trent, 
held under Pope Julius III., November 
25, 1551, it was decreed that all priests 
—'‘‘ even those who are living in mortal 


’) 


sin, exercise the power of forgiving sins, 
as the ministers of Christ, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit conferred upon them 
in ordination.’’ The council further 
teaches ‘‘that those who contend that 
wicked priests have not this power are 
grievously in error.”’ ‘* The 
priest’s absolution is not a mere minis- 
try of announcing the Gospel or declar- 
ing that sins are remitted, but is a full 
judicial act by which sentence is pro- 


” 


Again : 


nounced by him as a judge. 

Numerous authorities of the highest 
rank in the Roman Catholic Church may 
be cited to prove that the priests claim 
this power. The Catholic Dictionary, 
approved by Cardinals Manning and 
McCloskey, ‘* Absolution from 
sin is not a mere announcement of the 
Gospel, or a bare declaration that God 
will pardon the sins of those who repent, 
but as the Council of Trent defines 
(sess. xiv.,) it is a judicial act by which 
a priest as a judge passes sentence on the 
penitent.”’ 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, who was can- 
onized by Pope Gregory XVI. in 1839 


says : 
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Pius IX. in 1871, says in his work on 
‘«’'The Dignity and Duties of the Priest :”’ 
‘The priest holds the place of the Saviour 
himself when, by saying ‘ ego te absolvo,’ 
he absolves from sin. This power 
which Christ received from his etern- 
al Father, he has communicated to his 
priests. To pardon a single sin requires 
all the omnipotence of God. But what 
only God can do by his omnipotence, 
the priest can also do by saying ‘ego te 
absolvo a peccatis tiuis’ The 
priest has the power of the keys, or the 
power of delivering sinners from hell, of 
changing them from the slaves of 
Satan into the children of God. And 
God himself is obliged to abide by the 
judgment of his priests, and either not 
to pardon or to pardon, according as 
they refuse or give absolution.’’ 

The following titles and dignities are 
ascribed by Liguori to Roman 
Catholic priest: ‘‘ He is the mediator 
between God and men ; a creator of his 
Creator ; a god on earth ; the salt of the 
earth; the temple, the house of God; the 
vicar of Jesus Christ ; dispenser of the 
sacraments and of the royal house of 
God; a celestial man ; interpreter of the 
Divine Law; a spiritual physician ; am- 
bassador and co-operator of God.”’ 

The climax of absurdity, not to say 
blasphemy, is reached by Liguori when 
he quotes this sentence from the writings 
of Pope Innocent III.: ‘‘ Indeed it is 
not too much to say that in view of the 
sublimity of their offices the priests are 
so many gods.”’ 

Intelligent Roman Catholics who 
mingle socially with Protestants will 
often deny that this is the teaching of 
their Church. They are ashamed to 
acknowledge that priests whom they 
know as very imperfect mortals, many 
of them unfit for respectable society, 
could have such power. But those cul- 
tured Catholics are always careful not to 
disparage the power of the priesthood in 


every 


the presence of the priests themselves, 
particularly when making confession to 
them. Ifan educated Catholic should 
go to confession to a priest and say, 
‘* Father, I wish to confess my sins to 
you, but Ido not believe you have the 
power to forgive me, for I have heard 
that God alone can forgive sins,’’ the 
priest would not allow that person to 
proceed any further. 

The Church of Rome claims to derive 
this power from the words of the Sav- 
iour to His disciples in the twentieth 
chapter of the Gospel of St. John. On 
the evening of the day of the Resurrec- 
tion the disciples were assembled behind 
closed doors when Jesus appeared in 
their midst and said to them: ‘‘ Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. And when he 

had said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost : Whosoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them : and whosoever 
sins ye retain they, are retained.’’ In 
the Roman Catholic or Douay version 
oi the Bible the last verse reads: ‘‘ Whose 
sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven 
them: and whose sins you shall retain, 
they are retained.”’ 

These words were not spoken to the 
apostles alone, but also to the others who 
were present in that room. 
from the next verse (24), ‘‘ Thomas, 
one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came.’’ Judas who betray- 
ed the Lord, was dead, and there could 
not be more than ten of the apostles 

_present. But from other parts of Scrip- 
ture, as in Luke xxiv. 9, we learn that 
there were others assembled there besides 
the apostles. To all the disciples who 
were in that room the Lord spoke those 
words, and whatever peculiar power they 
conferred on the apostles they equally 
bestowed on the others who were present. 
All were his disciples whom he had 
called to follow him. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


As we learn 
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HOW A ROMAN CATHOLIC SAILOR FOUND THE LORD. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


BY MRS. J. FOWLER WILLING, NEW YORK. 


MOTHERLESS Scotch laddie of 
A eleven was starting out on his 
While he stood on the 
his rough-faced, 


first voyage. 
dock warm-hearted, 
Roman Catholic father gave him this 
last word: 

‘*Ve'll hae a roogh knockin’ roond, 
Jackie, me bairn; but ye must niver, no, 
niver, forgit the religion o’ yer faythers. 
It’s a hard time we've had, holdin’ oor 
ain, sin’ the auld John Knox days; an’ 
it’s a bit stubborn we may be, but we 
wull na gie oop oor religion for ony 0’ 
them. Niver forgit that, me mither- 
less laddie. 
faith, 
aroond.”’ 

‘*T']l die first, 
boy; and in every quarter of the world, 


Ye maun na change yer 


no matter hoo ye’re knockit 


father,’’ sobbed the 
in storm and calm, he held that promise 
with a death grip. . Whenever a priest 
came aboard he was the first to confess 
his sins, and get what little spiritual 
help that could give to men afloat. 

Nine years later he took a drop too 
much one day, though he was only a 
moderate drinker. His Scotch indepen- 
dence got the better of him. He was in 
the United States service, and the ship's 
He did not strike 
the officer, but he raised his fist with 
that martial sen- 
tenced him to one year of hard labor in 
any prison in the United States to which 
he might be consigned by the Secretary 
of the Navy. He was sent to a peniten- 
tiary in New England. 


discipline was rigid. 


intention. A court 


He went through his round of work 
in a mechanical way, thinking little 
about his soul, till one day he heard the 
chaplain, a good, old, Methodist minis- 
ter preach from a text in Job—‘t Man 
dieth, and wasteth away. Man giveth up 
The 
question of the 
an 


the ghost; ‘and where is he?”’ 


Spirit of God sent the 


last three words like 


arrow into 


Jack’s soul. 
must die. 


He faced the fact that he 
What then? Where would 
He had been carefully trained 
in the Roman Catholic doctrine. He 
believed in heaven, hell and purgatory. 
If he died in mortal sin he would be 
hopelessly damned. He knew that he 
had committed mortal sins from which 
he had never been absolved. 
die any day. 


he go? 


He might 
What could he do? His 
distress was terrible. 

The chaplain came occasionly to see 
him. He told the poor fellow to pray 
to God and his sins would be forgiven. 
He did not talk closely with him, how- 
ever, for he was under pledge not to in- 
terfere with the religion of the Roman 
Catholic prisoners. Jack could not im- 
agine how God could forgive sins with- 
out a priest. He went to all the relig- 
ious services and listened intently at 
every word the chaplain said, trying his 
best to get at the meaning of the strange 
promise of forgiveness directly from God. 

There was a little Bible in his cell, 
but he never thought of looking into it, 
till one day, while he was eating his 
dinner, he took it up and opened to 
Psalm xxxvii. lo--‘‘ When my father and 
my mother forsake me, the Lord will 
take me up.”’ A ray of God's love 
shone into his soul like sunrise glory. 
He must read the whole of that Book. 
With every line his peace deepened. His 
gladness rose till it overflowed all its 
banks. 

When the chaplain came again Jack 
told him of his joy that God could hear 
prayer without priestly or saintly inter- 
cession. The good man asked him if, 
when he had confessed and had been 
absolved, he had not gone on and done 
the wrong things over again. He said 
he had, always, in spite of himself. 
Then the chaplain told him that God 
would not only forgive his sins, but He 
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would change his disposition so that he 
would not keep doing the same bad 
things right over. 

‘* Now,’’ said the chaplain, ‘* when 
the lights are put out to-night you just 
get down on you knees and ask God to 
do this for you, and He will; and He 
will let you know that it is done.”’ 

Poor Jack was so eager to test the 
truth of this that he could hardly wait 
to get into his cell and have the lights 
put out. He fell upon his knees as soon 
as the corridors were dark, and for the 
first time in his life he prayed to God, 
without book or priest, as a child would 
ask his father’s forgiveness. Almost 
immediately that parting scene on the 
dock in Scotland came vividly before 
him. He felt again his father’s strong 
hand again on his head. He heard 
again that rough but loving 
‘“Me mitherless laddie, ye maun na 
change yer faith, no matter hoo ye're 
knockit aroond.’’ And his own sobbing, 
childish, ‘‘ Nae, nae, fayther, I'll die 
first.’’ He sprang to his feet. <A tide 
of unutterable agony swept over him. 


voice. 


None but the Lord can measure the an- 
guish of a soul that is being wrenched 
loose from the superstitions of a lifetime. 

When a centipede falls upon the flesh 
it buries its many poisonous feet so deep- 
ly that it is impossible to get it loose 
without tearing or cutting away all the 
tissue that it has touched. Lifelong 
errors are so imbedded in the soul that 
it is worse than death to give them up. 

During four terrible hours poor Jack 
seemed tormented by torturing demons. 


The breaking of the thousand fibres of 


his old faith filléd him with the bitterest 
anguish. At last he fell on his face and 
cried out, ‘‘Oh, God, save me, or I am 
lost forever!’’ Immediately the Friend 
of sinners came to his help. His little 
cell was full of noon-day splendor. He 
could see distinctly every object in it. 
He did not need the priest’s adsolvo fe. 
It was as clear to him as the sun in the 


2! 


- 


heavens that God had forgiven all his 
sins and made him a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. From that day to this he 
has been preaching salvation full and 
free through simple trust in our Lord. 
It is the joy of his heart to help his Ro- 
man Catholic brothers and sisters to find 
like precious faith. 

Who can tell how many of them, like 
this Scotch sailor, are groping eagerly 
after the truth that will make them free 
in Christ. God help His people to find 
them and lead them into the light. 
They cannot be scolded into a_ bitter 
mind. Human nature will not be driven. 
They cannot be ridiculed out of their 
error. Ridicule and sarcasm are carnal 
weapons, not spiritual. They cannot be 
argued into a purer belief. Argument 
throws them on the defensive, 
strengthens their fortifications. 
love can do the 


‘‘ Nothing is unconquer- 


”» 


and so 

Only 
work. George Mac- 
donald says, 
able but love. 


To Our Subscribers. 
Does your pastor read 
VERTED CATHOLIC ? 


THE Con- 


Do you lend or send your copy to 
a Roman Catholic acquaintance ? 


An affirmative answer to these ques- 


tions in the case of many of our readers 
has produced results like the following : 
A pastor in Los Angeles, Cal., writes. : 
‘* Through the kindness of a friend I was 
enabled to read THE 
CatTuHo.ic last year. I 
for it for 1894. 


CONVERTED 
now subscribe 
I have in 


my church 


several converted Catholics and they al- 


so enjoy the magazine. May the Lord 
continue to bless and prosper your work.”’ 
A lady in one of our large cities says : 
‘‘Tam going to lend my CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC this year to one who is try- 
ing to find her way out of Rome. I 
asked her if she would read it and she 
said she would, as she desired to get 
more light on the subject of religion. 
Let us pray that she might find light.”’ 
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THE CONFITEOR. 


BY GENERAL T. M. HARRIS. 


§ DESIRE to address the readers of 


et) THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC who 
are members or adherents of the Roman 
Catholic Church. I was brought up to 
read the Bible, and when a small boy my 
mother taught}me and required me to 
commit to memory what is called the 
Westminster Catechism. 
Being now in my 81st year, I am care- 
fully studying the ‘*‘ Catechism of Christ- 
ian Doctrine, Prepared and Enjoined 
by order of the Third Plenary Council 
of Baltimore.’’ 


Assembly’s 


The difference between 
myself and those to whom this is ad- 
dressed is, first ofall, this : 
to read the Bible and to accept its teach- 


I was taught 


authoritative, and so when I 
the 
catechism to memory, I found appended 


ings as 
studied and committed aforesaid 
to every statement of doctrine the texts 
of Scripture from which it was deduced 
If my 
judgment told me it was fairly deduced 
the texts quoted in proof, I felt 
certain that I had the true doctrine. But 


you, my Roman Catholic friend, have 


and on which it was founded. 


from 
been required to take your statements of 


from the Church and have not 
been allowed to compare them with the 


doctrine 
teachings of God's Word. I, then, have 
learned to test all religious teaching by 
an infallible standard of revealed truth ; 
whilst you have no higher authority 
than that of fallible men, who fear to let 
you test the truth of their teaching by 
the Word of God. I find on the first 
page of the catechism I am now study- 
ing what is called the ‘‘ Confiteor,’’ a 
form of prayer. This prayer is address- 
ed in the first place to Almighty God, 
and then to the Blessed Mary, ever Vir- 
gin, to the Blessed Michael the Arch- 
angel, the Blessed John the Baptist, to 
the Holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, and 
then to all the Saints. To all these the 
confession is made ; and then they areall 


supplicated to pray to the Lord our God 
for us. Toa Bible reader the folly and 
wickedness of praying to any others than 
God is the first criticism suggested to the 
mind on reading the Confiteor. The 
next thing is the statement that Mary 
remained ever a Virgin. In the Gospel 
by Matthew, 1st chapter, we have the 
account of the miraculous conception of 
Jesus our Saviour. 

Beginning with the 18th verse we 
read: ‘‘ Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise: When, as his mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost. Then 
Joseph her husband, being a just man, 
and not willing to make her a public ex- 
ample, was minded to put her away 
privily. 

‘‘But while he thought on these things, 
behold the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou Son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which iscon- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins. Now 
all this was done that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the pro- 
phet, saying: Behold, a Virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. 
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did 
as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, 
and took unto him his wife: And knew 
her not till she had brought forth her first 
born son; and he called his name Jesus.’’ 

In the first Chapter of Luke’s Gospel 
we have a much fuller account of the 
circumstances attending the miraculous 
conception of the man Jesus, for it is 
only with the human nature of our Lord 
that this has to do. But here in Mat- 
thew we find all that is necessary to our 
present purpose, which is to show that 
the claim of perpetual virginity for Mary 





is plainly contradicted, and shown to be 
erroneous by the above quotation. We 
learn from it that the suspicion and 
doubt as to the character of Mary, pro- 
duced in the mind of her espoused hus- 
band by the discovery that she was with 
child, and the purpose formed in his 
mind to break the engagement and fail 
to consummate the marriage, were dis- 
pelled by the angel’s visit and testimony 
as to her virginity. Joseph abandoned 
his purpose to break the engagement 
‘‘and took unto him his wife: and 
knew her not till she had brought forth 
her first born son.’’ Now let us just ex- 
ercise our reason in determing what is to 
be understood from the above account in 
relation to the point in question. Do we 
not understand that Joseph took his es- 
poused wife to himself; and that the 
marriage was not fully consummated 
until she had brought forth her first 
born son; but that after that it was; 
and that they from that time on lived 
together as husband and wife, and be- 
came the heads of a family ; else why is 
Jesus here called the jst born 
Would He thus have been designated 
In the 
12th chapter of Matthew's Gospel at 
the 46th verse, we read: ‘‘ While he yet 
talked to the people, behold, his mother 
and his brethren stood without desiring 
to speak with him. 


son ? 


had she never borne other sons ? 


Then one said unto 
him, Behold, thy mother and thy breth- 
ren stand without desiring to speak with 
thee. But he answered and said unto 
him that told him, who is my mother ? 
and who are my brethren? And he. 
stretched forth his hand toward his dis- 
ciples, and said, Behold, my mother and 
my brethren! For whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother and sister and 
mother.’’ 

Here it is evident that the one who 
informed him that his mother and breth- 
ren stood without desiring to speak with 
him thought on account of their human 
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relationship they had a right to claim 
his attention, and that Jesus, without 
denying this relationship, intended to 
teach that his mission to earth was to es- 
tablish a higher relationship with men, 
in which that which was in its nature 
merely human was merged and _ lost. 
But can we understand from this passage 
that it was any others than his natural 
brothers, the sons of his mother, who 
stood without, along with his mother, 
desiring to speak with him? Again in 
St. Matthew's Gospel, 13th chapter at 
the 54th verse we read: ‘‘ And when he 
was come into his own country, he 
taught them in their synagogue, 
insomuch that they were astonished, and 
said, whence hath this man this wisdom, 
and these mighty works? Is not this 
the carpenter’s son? is not his mother 
called Mary? and his brethren, James 
and Joses and Simon and Judas? And 
his sisters, are they not all with us? 
Whence then hath this man all these 
things?’’ Comment unnecessary. 
What man of ordinary intelligence can 
read this and not know that all of these 
persons here called by their names were 
the sons of Mary by Joseph the carpen- 
ter, and that she also had daughters, who 
are here recognized by their neighbors 
as the sisters of Jesus ? 


is 


It is plain then 
that the above statement in the ‘‘ Con- 
fiteor’* is unscriptural and therefore er- 
roneous. It cannot be denied that in 
the ‘‘ Confiteor’’ worship is attempted to 
be offered to creatures; viz, to Mary, 
Michael the Archangel, John the Bap- 
tist, and the Apostles Peter and Paul and 
to all the Saints. Now the second com- 
mandment of the decalogue reads as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth; ‘Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them; for I the Lord thy God am a 
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jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of thent that 
hate me. And _ showing 
of them that 

keep my commandments.’’ 


mercy unto 


thousands love me, and 
Exodus 20th 
When 


the devil offered to give Jesus all the king- 


ch. beginning with the 3d v. 


doms of the world and the glory of them 
if he would fall down and worship him, 
our Saviour’s answer to this temptation 
was: ‘‘It is written, thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God and him only shalt 
thou serve.’’ This precludes the wor- 
ship of any creature, but all of those here 
named are mere creatures. 


Hear the Apostle Paul rebuke the — 


Lycaonians who mistook him for a god 
in the likeness ofa man,and brought oxen 
and garlands unto the gates of Lystra 
Hear- 
ing of what they were proposing to do, 


to be offered in sacrifice to Paul. 


Paul and Barnabus rent their clothes 


and ran in among the people, crying 
out, and saying, sirs, why do ye these 
things? We also are men of like pas- 


sions with you, and preach unto you 
that ye should turn from these vanities 
the God, 


heaven, and and the sea, and all 


unto living which made 
earth, 
things that are therein; who in times 
past suffered all nations to walk in their 
Nevertheless he left not 


himself without witness, in that he did 


own ways. 
good, and gave us rain and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness. Paul is now no less a creature 
than he was then, when, with horror, he 
hastened to prevent the Lycaonians from 
It is 

the 
there 
nevertheless, as we read it in the 20th 


doing to him an act of worship. 
true your Church has expunged 


second commandment; but it is 


chapter of Exodus, and as it was written 


by the finger of God on the tables of 


stone which he gave to Moses on Mount 
Sinai, and those who have thus attempt- 
ed to blot it out have to face this which 
we find in the Book of Revelations 22d 


chapter and roth verse: ‘‘ And if any 
man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this 
book ;’’ for although this applies pri- 
marily to the Book of Revelations, it is 
founded on a_ principle that applies 
equally to all Scripture. 

But the worst of all in regard to this 
confession and supplication, a form of 
prayer taught to the very beginners, the 
primary classes in the parochial schools, 
is, that the only mediator between God 
and man,the man Christ Jesus is ignored 
and the children are taught to seek the 
mediation and to 
their supposed intercessions. 
This is to reject Christ, by God appoint- 
ed mediator and to trust in creatures that 
have no power to save. 


of mere creatures, 


trust in 


THE BEST MAGAZINE. 
ALBION, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1893, 
My DEAR BROTHER :—Enclosed find 
my subscription to THe CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC for the coming year, 1894. I 
am a subscriber to a number of religious 
papers and magazines, and I think, with 
a single exception, THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, is looked for and perused 
You 
are made instrumental in doing a good 
work. ‘The good Lord has called you to 
it, and He will not leave you, but bless 
you as long as you keep near Him and 
in touch with Him in the work. What a 
contrast between your present work and 
that of the priest, so called, of the years 
gone by. 


with an interest surpassing all. 


May the good Lord greatly 
bless you and yours, and use you in the 
turning of many Roman priests to a 
knowledge of the truth. Rev. L. B. 


—— 


DEAR Sir :—I realize that your 
magazine is of great service to enlighten 
the people. I keep it on file in our read- 
room in the Methodist Church of which 


I am a member. M. J. K. D. 
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THE SECULAR SCHOOL. 


BY REV. JOSEPH R. KERR, D. D., PASTOR 
OF THE FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, NEW YORK. 
. in the life of the Republic a 

4 national grant was made for the 
maintainance of public schools, the act 
declaring that ‘‘ religion, morality and 
knowledge to good 
government and the happiness to man- 
kind, schools and the means of educa- 
By 
was understood the foster- 
of the religious conscience ; the guiding 
and guarding of its rights to worship 
God according to its enlightened dic- 
tates. The practical wisdom in this 
enactment has been abundantly shown 
in our history where the public school 
system has proven to be the chief insti- 
tution for at least the primary education 
of the citizen. 


being necessary 


tion shall be forever encouraged.”’ 
** religion "’ 


It is the imperative duty 
of the State to protect itself from the 
perils of illiteracy and the particular 
peril of an ignorant and purchasable 
ballot. Some fear of the Almighty, 
some respect for morality, some sensi- 
tiveness to duty are essential to good 
government and 


worthy citizenship. 


Therefore the secular school easily re- 
solves itself into a 


matter of utility. 
Universal suffrage lacking such a pro- 
vision would work blight and destruc- 
tion. Other nations have done without 
it, but it is not too much to claim that 
the American Nation is unique in its 
genius, distinct in its character and in- 
dividual in its destiny. We are nota 
duplicate, not a copy ; we are original 
and apart. Our secular school exactly 
suits, fits and meets the need of our civ- 
ilization. It is broad enough in all 
reason, good enough in all senses, safe 
enough in all circumstances. But it has 
been subjected to prolonged attack ; 
criticised, reviled, rejected by certain 
members of the body politic, native or 
naturalized, who claim to be Americans. 


They assist in the material development 
of the country : they live here in prefer- 
ence to living elsewhere: they are ben- 
evolent and beneficent, and their blood 
has been freely spilled on the national 
battlefields. Nevertheless they are per- 
sistently dissatisfied and earnestly ag- 
gressive in regard to the public school. 
It seems to be a thorn in their sides, a 
smoke in their eyes, piercing, stinging 
their moral and religious sensibilities. 
They cannot rest in their opposition ; 
they leave no stone unturned if only 
they may get their way. Just now 
they are pushing into the arena of poli- 
tics and trying to make themselves 
heard in the committee rooms of legis- 
lation, where votes are said to have at 
least an equal weight with arguments. 
The specific aim is to secure a portion 
of the public funds for the support of 
parochial institutions. The plea is 
pressed on the secular ground of taxa- 
tion and on the moral ground that the 
public school is godless. It is contend-. 
ed that it is unjust to be compelled to 
pay assessments for that which violates 
We admit 
unfaithful to 
their God and their conscience, but cer- 


firm and sacred convictions. 
that men should not be 


tainly they have no business with a 
not 
unreasoning 


conscience founded upon reason, 


since conscientiousness 
leads to unhealthy morality—a morality 
which naturally expresses itself in bigo- 
tries that provoke collisions and con- 
flicts injurious to the national peace and 
prosperity. LIalso ama taxpayer, and 
according to my thinking the secular 
school is all right as it is; hence it is 
unjust to me when my neighbor requires 
special legislation and appropriation in 
behalf of his ideas and preferences, and 
he has no right to reach out for some of 
my money through a State channel to 
promote his religious beliefs. When he 
replies that I have no right to expect 
his money to help sustain that with 
which I am satisfied, his reasoning is at 
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fault. We both stand side by side not 
in creed, but in citizenship. We should 
be mutually interested in the promotion 
of sound social order. The State expects 
that of us and so trusts us with the fran- 
chise, asking a fixed percentage of our 
funds for the furtherance of this end by 
an institution of which wisdom approves. 
Now when I accept that, agreeing to 
the largest secular liberty with respect 
to matters belonging strictly to the 
Church, does he not prejudice his pos- 
ition by wheeling off and clamoring for 
ecclesiastical recognition and _ favor? 
Does he not put himself directly in an- 
tagonism with the spirit of the national 
constitution and invite the protest of all 
true patriots who sink religious differ- 
ences that they may stand together for 
the public weal? Does he not overlook 
the fact that it is as patriots we pay our 
taxes and not as churchmen? Our 
forefathers braved the winter sea, built 
houses in the wilderness, wrote the 
charter of their liberties in red ink from 
their own veins, toiled, suffered, planned, 
prayed that they and their successors 
might be forever free from the intrigue, 
avarice and oppression of Church and 
State so rampant in the old world. 
Their determination to be let alone was 
splendidly invincible. And when they 
hurled the tea into Boston bay, rang 
the bell in Independence Hall, tramped 
the sward at Valley Forge, they pro- 
claimed that the will of the common- 
wealth was only second to the will of 
God. 

It was in this spirit that the 
public school was founded and furnish- 
ed—intended to be forever free from de- 
nominationalism. My neighbor inter- 
rupts to say that he does not represent 
a denomination or a sect, but the Church: 
the one true Church whose parish com- 
prehends the world, including these 
United States. Unfortunately for him 
there are many people of a wholly differ- 
ent mind who decline to be in bondage 


unto any man, even to him who calls 
himself the vicar of Jesus Christ, peo- 
ple who are ready to resent any inter- 
ference with their affairs either from 
Germany, Russia or Italy: who vigor- 
ously maintain that their national 
constitution shall never be made the 
patron or tool of a religious conscience 
at home or abroad: who rejoice that 
the State throws its shield over all 
shades of belief, protects churches of 
every name and color while steadfastly 
holding itself independent of all, legis- 
lating upon a loyalty which is expected 
to render unto Cesar the things that are 
Czesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God's. 

Trouble has arisen over the use 
of the Bible in the schools, as if the 
mere daily reading of a few verses out of 
a book that is not the exclusive property 
of any church could be dangerous to 
public morals and public safety. The 
speciousness of that is on its face; and 
the cavil at the particular version used 
reveals the narrowness of the objector, 
since it is perfectly natural and wholly 
consistent to open the English Bible for 
English-speaking pupils. It is remark- 
able that a church having priests, altars, 
sacraments, saints—all professedly au- 
thorized from the Book should be so 
afraid of its most indirect influence upon 
the mind of the rising generation being 
educated in the secular school. If the 
Book is not so much compressed poison, 
if it is the Word of God at all, surely it 
is safe to leave it in the hands of a State 
that refuses to inculcate the slighest rel- 
igious bias. My neighbor’s assertions 
are illogical: his patriotism is open to 
suspicion, and the assumption that his 
is the only true Church is as pharisaic 
as it is indefenisble. I see behind him 
the courtly Ablegate: andin his hand 
the circular of the Baltimore cardinal. 
He is in distinguished company, but 
when the search-light is turned upon the 
record and policy of his Church in other 
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climes and under monarchial forms of 
government, the revelations are not as 
complimentary as might be hoped for. 
True history may be brutally candid, 
but it does shatter delusions which even 
good men are capable of cherishing. 

The Ablegate and the cardinal in- 
dulge in profuse eulogy of popular edu- 
cation by their venerable Church, but 
surely they have agreed to 
themselves with a fiction, and 


amuse 
at the 
same time try the credulousness of the 
West whether black white. 
Seriously, it is coolness to the freezing 


as to is 
point—this intrusion of the hierarchy 
into the domain of the State. It looks 
like a bid for treason to the flag: a 
shrewd scheme for subverting the best 
form of government under the sun. It 
comes from the same old quarter whence 
assaults upon fhis citadel repeatedly is- 
sue with pomp and palaver and _ prede- 
termined polity. Its arguments swarm 
with strategic considerations, and the 
ends sought are selfish and grasping. 
The tax point is purely a device to 
scratch an opening for greater advance 
—it is the camel's head in the tent door. 
Throughout our broad estate the Roman 
Church is significantly unable to accept 
our institutions. It gives itself away in 
this as a foreigner whose antipathies are 
sheathed in his lust for power. It must 
modify its pretensions and alter its atti- 
tude or else come permanently under 
the ban of an enlightened and free pub- 
lic opinion. It is surprising that Jes- 
uit cleverness does not take this in, un- 
til one remembers the pressure from 
beyond the sea and the meaning of the 
stereotyped assertion that ‘‘ The Church 
never changes.’’ It is to the honor of 
Protestantism that it does not run ina 
cast-iron mould: that it adapts itself to 
the growth of political and religious life : 
that it loves liberty and is willing to die 
for its sweet sake. Neither selfish nor 
tyrannical, it accords the right of private 
judgment ; neither covetous nor arro- 
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gant it moves with dignity and charity 
about its errand to men. It contrasts 
favorably with every form of priest- 
craft, every kind of churchly chicanery, 
every phase of so-called education which 
seeks to put an ecclesiastical mortgage 
upon the freshness and freeness of child- 
hood. Itis not afraid of the Italian 
stilletto: it does not care to become a 
contributor to ‘‘ Peter’s pence.’’ And 
yet eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty. In New York, New Jersey and 
Maryland a concerted movement is on 
foot to shape legislation in favor of the 
malcontents and the attempt is sure to 
be made in other States as opportunity 
offers. 

The Republic must not be dup- 
ed at this late day. It does all that 
may be justly expected when it supplies 
effective the 
precautionary 


unsectarian schools for 
children—leaving extra 
religious provision to private expense. 
The parochial school may be valuable 
in its proper sphere; it has produced 
not a few specimens of noble manhood 
and womanhood, but that does not make 
it entitled to State bounty any more 
than any other private institution. If I 
raise a good citizen inside my own door 
I do not therefore dream of soliciting an 
appropriation from the State to defray 
the cost of his training and excellence. 
If I have chosen to send him to a special 
teacher, I have been ready to pay for 
the special tuition. 

It 
mind 


that the 


so 


is amazing 
should be 
tracted again and again from the funda- 
Mental principle in our public school 
system. 


public 


easily  dis- 


tvery religious organization 
must be free to impart its religious in- 
struction in its own way, and the great 
body of the people—the State—must 
rigidly, obstinately, constantly stand 
simply for the best secular education 
preserved from covetous inteference un- 
der whatever cloak it may seek further- 
ance. 
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(© MONTHLY RECORD OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EVENTS. *) 


>! the expression, ‘‘ the signs of the 

, times,’’ mean anything at all, the 
French province of Quebec is in the 
midst of a religious crisis that will soon 
bring about radical changes in the atti- 
tude of the people toward the Roman 
Church. Besides the famous lawsuit of 
the Canada-Revue against Archbishop 
Fabre of Montreal already alluded to in 
these columns, the Bishop of St. Hyac- 
inthe is sued by some of his parishioners 
on account of the division of a parish, 
and one of their lawyers is Hon. H. 
Mercier, the former Prime Minister of 
Quebec and ally of the Jesuits to whom 
he granted, under pretense of a due 
compensation, $400,000 in 1888. In 
Charlesbourg, near Quebec city, the 
parishioners threaten to sue Cardinal 
Tarschereau in connection with a decree 
of his ordering the closing of an old 
cemetery. A leading Montreal lawyer, 
Mr. C. A. Geoffrian, has just been 
awarded $150 damages in a suit against 
a priest, Father O'Meara, who had in- 
sulted him from the pulpit. And, at 
this writing, the parishioners of Beau- 
mont, in the archdiocese of Quebec, are 
in open rebellion against their priest, 
who wants them to contribute $8,000 
for church repairs. The time is drawing 
near when the epithet ‘* Priest-ridden 
Canucks’? will be and will represent a 
thing of the past. 


On November 11 the Canada-Revue 
celebrated the first anniversary of its 
condemnation by Archbishop Fabre. It 
said among other things: ‘‘ The day of 
deliverance is at hand, and the sun of 
the liberty of conscience and speech will 
not delay to shine upon our nation.’’ In 
another place it says: ‘‘ Indeed, our 
very existence alone is a protest against 
the arbirtary and inquisitorial tyranny of 
religious leaders!’’ The golden age of 
ultramontanism in Canada has come to 


an end, and there is hope for the French 
to become free and occupy a decent 
place among the English and American 
people of North America. 


At the meeting of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church Congress, held in this 
city last November, a few members op- 
posed missionary efforts in Roman 
Catholic countries on the ground of ‘‘ the 
similarity of the Roman Catholic Church 
to the Episcopal, and the hope that 
there may ultimately be union of the 
two churches!’’ This is Christian 
Think of the 
apostle Paul refusing to preach the 
xospel to the Jews because of the sim- 
ilarity or points of contact between the 
old and the new dispensations and his 
hope of bringing about a close union 
between the Sanhedrim and the ‘‘ church 
in the house! ”’ 


union with a vengeance. 


The writer had already 
occasion to advocate the establishment 
in every Protestant theological seminary 
in America of a chair of Latin Christi- 
anity, the object of which would be to 
teach the history, theology, principles, 
ritual, rites, ceremonies and discipline 
of the Roman Church, so that graduates 
would enter their ministerial 
duties with a thorough knowledge of 
the Protestant and Roman rites or rel- 
igious functions. 


upon 


And the ignorance 
displayed at the Church Congress shows 
that this is not merely an idle dream. 
‘“So also the Church of Rome hath 
erred, not only in their living and man- 
ner of ceremonies, but also in matters of 
faith.’’ So says the XIX. article of the 
‘* Articles of religion, as established by 
the bishops, clergy and laity of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
United States of America.’’ 


the 


of the Outlook says 
that Cardinal Gibbons does not believe 
in the governmental subsidies to sec- 


A recent number 





tarian schools. If so, how soon will the 
Cardinal refuse, as all denominations 
have done, to receive any more money 
for the Roman Catholic Indian schools. 
The appropriation to these schools for 
1892 amount, according to the report 
of the commissioners of Indian affairs, to 
$394,756. Will Cardinal 
refuse to accept this money ? 


Gibbons 


What Rev. Dr. Alexander McKenzie 
of Cambridge, Mass., saw in Roman 
Catholic Italy and Spain 
prompted him to say in a recent sermon : 
‘‘In this country we have no great 
cathedrals, but 
houses; 


Ireland, 


we have big school- 
and big schoolhouses where 
characters of men and women are form- 
ed are the grandest ofall cathedrals. We 
have no painted Madonnas, yet we have 
taken woman in the name of the faith 
and lifted her up in motherhood until 
she stands for all that is noblest and 
sweetest in human life.’’ And this re- 
sult has been reached without making 
** America Catholic,’’ which is the pre- 
utopian and archutopian dream of Car- 
dinal Gibbons and Archbishop Ireland. 

The Catholic Universe, Cleveland, 
Ohio, November 4, 1893, thus admonish- 
es the Home Rulers across the sea: ‘‘ We 
regret to observe the growth of a spirit 
of contention in the ranks of the Irish 
Nationalist party at home. There ap- 
pears to be a disposition on the part of 
certain ‘leaders’ to form a trust—a 
political trust—to corner the offices and 
funds, especially the funds, incidental to 
the great patriotic movement in behalf 
of which the friends of Erin in the 
United States and elsewhere have con- 
tributed a vast amount of money and no 
end of oratory. We can tell the patriots 
who are attempting the hazardous busi- 
ness of making a close corporation of 
the Home Rule party, that a too evident 
purpose of ‘boodle patriotism’ will 
have a paralyzing effect on the current 
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of ‘sinews’ that has flowed steadily 
for years across the Atlantic, supplied 
by those who in good faith have poured 
out their savings to uphold the great 
cause. It that Ireland 
has almost as much to fear from some of 
her ‘ representatives ' 
fidious Briton.”’ 

If the Irish Roman Catholics in Ameri- 
ca would keep their money to improve 
their own condition and send what they 
can spare directly to their needy friends 
or relatives, and let ‘‘ Jersey’’ or any 
other kind of ‘‘ lightning’’ alone, they 
would be truly patriotic. 


would seem 


as from the per- 


A recent number of the Boston Hafch- 
man says very pertinently : ‘‘ Protestants 
should not permit themselves to be de- 
ceived by the attempts of the Pope 
through his delegate, Mgr. Satolli, to 
bring the Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States 
American ideas, 


into close touch with 

into the belief that 
Rome has any deep and vital conviction 
as to the value of these ideas in them- 
selves considered. The uniform policy 
of Rome is to sail with the flowing tide 
whenever it is able to discover which 
way the tide is making; and not to move 
for the enlargement of popular liberties 
or the raising of the tone of popular in- 
telligence it has 
more to lose by resisting the current 
than by going with it. The illiteracy 
of countries in which the Roman Church 
has an ascendancy and the low moral 


before it is plain 


level of such populations is sufficient in- 
dication that the Roman Church is not 
an uplifting force in human society un- 
til the influence of other agencies com- 
pels it to favor education and high ethi- 
cal standards.”’ 

Americans should not for a moment 
forget that the Roman Church claims 
the right to rule all nations and peoples. 
It enforced this claim by the sword, the 
rack and fagot when it had the power to 
do so. J. A. D. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO ARCHBISHOP CORRIGAN. 


Sir :—Last November an Englishman about thirty years of age came to Christ’s 
Mission with a letter of introduction to me from the venerable Father Chiniquy of 
Montreal. He represented himself as a deacon of the Roman Catholic Church and 
said he had been educated at the English College in Rome. Father Chiniquy said 
in his note of introduction : ‘‘ This young deacon, Rev. N. C. Cantwell, says he has 
found the Church of Rome to be a fraud, and the biggest fraud the world has ever 
seen. Now he wants to know the truth as it is in Jesus, and I send him to you for 
that purpose. I hope in your hands, by your teaching and good Christian example, 
he will soon find and love the Truth, which is Jesus the Saviour of the world, and 
that through you he will become an instrument of the mercies of God toward 
many.’’ 

Cantwell arrived at Christ's Mission on Thursday, November 9, and I wel- 
comed him as cordially as I did many other priests who had come to the Mission to 
learn the Christian faith and be instructed in the way of salvation through Christ 
alone. He was received as a member of our family, and on Sunday evening he 
delivered an address at our Mission services, in which he gave his reasons for re- 
nouncing the Roman Catholic faith. 

Monday, November 13, he received a letter which, after some hesitation, he 
handed me to read. It was as follows : 

ARCHBISHOP’s House, 452 Madison avenue, } 
NEw YorkK, Nov. 13, 1893, ) 

DEAR Stk :—I shall be at home and at liberty to see you this evening or to- 
morrow morning. Yours respectfully, M. A. CorRIGAN. 

To Mr. Cyril Cantwell. 

I asked Cantwell why he had written to you, as your note was evidently a reply 
to his request for an interview. He said he had not communicated with you at all, 
but that some one in Montreal must have told you that he was at Christ’s Mission 
and you were anxious to save him from the heretics in the Mission. — I suspected 
he was deceiving me, but as I had no other proof than circumstantial evidence I 
did not send him away. 

Next day he went to see you, against the protest of one of the trustees of our 
Mission and myself. I suspected he was a spy, and my surmise proved to be cor- 
rect when in a few hours he returned with an unsealed letter from you. Like the 
first, it was an autograph letter, and read as follows : 

ARCHBISHOP’S House, 452 Madison avenue, } 
NEW York, Nov. 14, 1893, 5 

Rev. DEAR Fr. CARDELLA :—This will be handed to you by the Rev. N. C. 
Cantwell who wishes to make a retreat. His case will call forth all your sympathy 
and pious zeal. Iam, Rev. dear Father, very faithfully yours, 

M. A. CoRRIGAN 

{ To Rev. J. Cardella, S. J., or Rev. H. C. Denny, S. J., 

7 30 West Sixteenth street. 

When I read this all my suspicions were confirmed, and I lost no time in dismis- 
sing Cantwell. Then he sought admission to various Protestant missions in the 
city, professing to be a converted Catholic priest. Some of the directors of the 
missions asked me about him, and when I informed them of his true character he 
was sent adrift. But others who took him in were taken in by him. The religious 
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faith taught in the missions was immaterial to him. He preyed upon and prayed 
with Episcopalians, Presbyterians and Unitarians with equal facility. . When sus- 
pected and detected in one mission he would go to another. 

Finally, when he was exposed as an impostor and spy, the Rev. Mr. Lischer or 
All Souls’ Unitarian Church called upon you and learned that Cantwell had 
written to you two days after coming to me, using Christ's Mission letter heads, 
and enclosing a page of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. Mr. Lischer could scarcely 
believe this until you produced the letter and page of the magazine. You said to 
him that you would not have written to Cantwell were it not that his letter bore the 
imprint, ‘‘CHRIsT’s MISSION, 142 West Twenty-first Street, James A. O'Connor, 
Pastor.’”’ 

You assumed, and doubtless said to the priests of your household, that O’ Connor 
was cognizant of Cantwell’s act, or he could not have obtained access to my letter 
paper. Your readiness to accord Cantwell an interview can be accounted for on 
this assumption. But you were very much mistaken. I have no doubt you would 
be greatly pleased to receive letters from me and the many priests who have been 
converted in Christ’s Mission of the same tenor as Cantwell’s. But thank God we 
have not only renounced your Church, but have found the true faith that Christ 
taught and the apostles preached, the faith that saves the soul without priestly in- 
terference. The following letter from one ofthose priests will show you how God 
is blessing the work of Christ's Mission : 

LETTER FROM REV. FRANCIS J. TOBIN, A CONVERTED PRIEST. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., December 22, 1893. 
Rey. JAMES A. O’CONNOR: 


DEAR Sir :—On Christmas night one year will have elapsed and buried itself in 
the tomb of time since I embraced Protestantism in Christ’s Mission. One 
year of glorious independence for me in being freed from the shackles of Rome and 
the despotic power of her bishops. God bless you, my dear Father O'Connor, and 
all the inmates of Christ’s Mission, who after God were instrumental in opening my 
eyes to the light of faith. I have never lost the great abiding faith in God infused 
into my heart in Christ's Mission, and my fervent prayer is that all Roman Catho- 
lic priests coming in contact with you will obtain the same blessed gift. I am ful- 
ly convinced that God has blessed you and will make you a power to grapple with 
Rome with more strength than ever before. It is remarkable that I have never forgot- 
ten your good counsels and I have never missed one Sunday since I left you in going 
to church to hear God's Word explained from that great storehouse, the Bible. I 
now see how utterly useless is priestly absolution and how sweet it is to lean on 
the everlasting arm of Jesus Christ. Most sincerely I thank you for your kindness 
to me while in Christ’s Mission, and I fervently pray that God will keep and guide 
you to convert many to Christ, especially thdse poor good men, but bad priests of 
Rome, who don’t know any better. Thank God I am now earning my bread in 
honesty. Wishing you and yours and all the inmates of Christ's Mission a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and many returns, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, FRANCIS J. TOBIN. 

Another priest, Rev. Alexander Bechger, who has been a guest of Christ’s Mis- 
sion for the last two months, has been also blessed through the work the Mission 
is doing. ‘Those men are lost to your Church, but they have found the true 
Church of Christ and are in communion with all who love and serve God. 

Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
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OUR FREE LIST. 
S .< AST month we received more than 
pes one hundred letters from persons 
who have been subscribers to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, but who cannot pay 
for it this year. We give a few of those 
letters. 

In THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 
March, 1893, a letter appeared which be- 
gan: ‘‘ Enclosed please find my _ sub- 
I am a con- 
verted Catholic myself and very much in 
sympathy with the 
are doing.’ 


scription for the year 1893. 


noble work you 

This year the same correspondent 
writes as follows : 

‘* DEAR EpiTor :—-As my subscription 
to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC has ex- 
pired, I feel obliged to tell you that I 
cannot take it for 1894. I am sorry to 
part with the magazine, as it has been a 
great help to me for many years. When 
times get better I hope to become a 
subscriber again. Mrs. J. W.”’ 

“~ 

The pastor of a poor church writes : 

‘* DEAR BROTHER O'CONNOR :—I am 
sorry to be compelled to discontinue my 
subscription to THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
is hard times. My 
church, which is not large, is composed 


tic. The cause 


of poor people. May the Lord bless and 
prosper you in your work.”’ 

An esteemed subscriber writes : 

‘‘ For many years I have taken THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
dollar for it. 


and paid one 
This year I am able to 
pay only fifty cents, and if you can send 
it to me for that amount I shall esteem it a 
great favor. My husband is out of em- 
ployment, and cents look as large as 
dollars with us.”’ 
A GENEROUS OFFER. 

The following letter from a converted 
Catholic in Wisconsin offers a solution to 
the difficult problem of meeting the ex- 
pense of sending THE CONVERTED Ca- 
THOLIC to the good friends who are un- 


able to pay for it this year of financial 
strees, and who would make good use of 
it after reading it themselves. It is 
confidently expected that many friends 
will follow Mr. Joannes’ good example 
and send contributions for this special 
fund. Many hundreds, like those whose 
letters appear above, will receive the 
magazine free this year. Contributions 
will be acknowledged promptly, and 
where desired the donor will be placed in 
communication with the persons who re- 
ceive the magazine : 

DEAR FRIEND :—I regret to learn 
through a notice in THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC that quite a number of your 
subscribers are in arrears. I believe 
that some of these, if at all interested in 
your work, could pay up if they made 
the proper effort. 

I have been a subscriber to your maga- 
zine almost ever since you commenced 
its publication, and am very sure that I 
would miss it were I to be deprived of it 
now, and I have no doubt but that there 
are numbers of the readers of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC who are now in ar- 
rears with their subscriptions who also 
are as deeply interested in reading the 
magazine as I am, but who find it diffi- 
cult, nay, impossible, to pay for it. For 
such I would like to make a proposition 
to those of the readers of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC who are more fortunate 
and take interest in your good work. 

I will become one to send you annual- 
ly a certain sum forjthe purpose of pay- 
ing for the subscriptions of those who 
would like your magazine sent to them 
but who are unable to pay for it. I now 
send you twenty dollars for this object, 
hoping to do as well, or better, a year from 
now. I also hope that this may stimu- 
late others of your readers to do what 
they feel able in this direction. By so 
doing we not only help to send the light 
in dark places, but will be supporting a 
good work that cannot continue without 
financial aid. CHARLES JOANNES. 





